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October 21, 2016 

 

Ms. Eileen Argentina 

Recreation Services Division Manager 

Portland Parks and Recreation 

Sent Via Email - Eileen.argentina@portlandoregon.gov 

 

Dear Ms. Argentina, 

 

Thank you for your recent response to the Kenton Neighborhood Association about their concerns 

regarding the use of leaded fuel at Portland International Raceway (PIR).  I share their concerns and am 

writing to encourage you to take steps to decrease the use of leaded fuel at PIR and educate the public 

about its presence. 

 

We know that exposure to lead causes serious, permanent health problems, so it is my hope that the City 

of Portland will develop a plan to ban leaded fuel or highly restrict its use by 2018.  In the meantime, 

there should be a proactive effort to educate event organizers and drivers about the dangers of using 

leaded fuel.  Visitors to PIR are currently not informed of the use of leaded fuel or its potential health 

impacts.  As long as leaded fuel is allowed on site, proper signage should be installed throughout the park.  

 

I understand that Portland Parks and Recreation will be tracking which fuels are used at PIR in 2017.  The 

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has already collected some data and found that 

3,300 gallons of leaded racing gas were dispensed at PIR in 2015.  Portland Parks and Recreation should 

conduct soil testing near the raceway and in the surrounding area.  The Oregon Health Authority should 

be provided with the results of your fuel tracking and soil samples to evaluate the health risks posed to 

people attending events and the potential soil contamination within and surrounding the park. 

 

I believe that addressing these concerns about leaded fuel at PIR is in direct alignment with the mission of 

Portland Parks and Recreation – to provide safe public places for Portlanders to enjoy. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

State Representative Tina Kotek 

House District 44, North/NE Portland 

Speaker of the House 

 

 

cc:  Kenton Neighborhood Association 
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