
 

 
 
 

 

 

November 4, 2016 
 
State Representative Tina Kotek 
House District 44, North/NE Portland 
Speaker of the House 
Sent Via Email – rep.tinakotek@state.or.us 
 
 
Dear Speaker Kotek: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated October 21st regarding the use of leaded fuel at Portland 
International Raceway (PIR).  Safety is our top priority at Portland Parks & Recreation and we 
continually strive to improve our ability to provide healthy and safe ways for Portlanders to 
have fun and play.  We believe PIR’s current operations are safe for the community and 
provide great services to a broad array of visitors and participants.    
 
Portland Parks & Recreation is taking a data-driven, science-based approach to assessing the 
use of leaded gasoline and any appropriate response or remediation efforts. We agree that a 
crucial step in efforts to minimize the presence of leaded gas in use at PIR is to understand just 
how much is being used currently.  As you are aware, in 2017, we will require vendors on site 
at PIR to track the types and quantities of vehicle fuel they sell.  We will use this information to 
develop a plan in consultation with our Health, Safety, and Environmental (HSE) consultant.   
 
In your letter, you cited a data source in Oregon DEQ for leaded gas dispensed at PIR in 2015.  
We were unaware of this data and would benefit from reviewing it as we conduct our 
environmental assessment with our HSE consultant. In order to take full advantage of existing 
resources and prevent redundancies, please share any appropriate contacts at DEQ to access 

and interpret this information.  
 
Your letter also referenced testing, and we had previously discussed with our HSE Consultant a 
testing approach to evaluate the difference in lead in the air during events where leaded gas is 
used versus those where it is not.  We intend to use this winter season to refine that concept 
for use in 2017.  We would appreciate the opportunity to partner with Oregon Health 
Authority to determine best practices for evaluating health risks and identifying/mitigating 
exposure to environmental contaminants at PIR.  Is there someone specific at OHA you could 

refer me to for this effort?    
 
In the meantime, we will develop information to educate event organizers and drivers about 
the dangers of using leaded fuel.  In consultation with our HSE consultant, we understand that 
given the small amount of leaded fuel usage at the track, it is unclear what potential health 
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impacts (relative to other common environmental contaminants) we should be describing to 
visitors.  We will work with our HSE consultant to develop informative signage for PIR.      
 
We would welcome the opportunity to brief your team on the overall scope of activities at PIR.  
PIR is responsible for over $30M of regional economic activity every year.  As a public entity, 
we are committed to improving our operations towards better environmental stewardship 
along with long term economic viability.  We rely on best practices and HSE expertise to 
identify modifications where the effectiveness is commensurate with the intended public 
health outcomes.  
 
I firmly believe that PIR can and does operate in a way that is safe for the public and provides 
tremendous value to the community.  We are continuously improving, and the motor sports 
industry is evolving as well. We appreciate the opportunity to consider these changes and be 
responsive to you.    
 
Thank you for reaching out on this issue.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eileen Argentina 

 


