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Streetscape Improvements Project
N. Denver Avenue
Support your local businesses during construction

October 2009:  Frequently Asked Questions

What is the project?
The N. Denver Avenue Streetscape Improvement Project will include wider sidewalks, installation of  new street trees, 
pedestrian level lighting, benches, stormwater treatment planters, public art, and street resurfacing. The project 
improvements will be constructed on N. Denver Avenue from Interstate Avenue south to Watts Street. The Portland 
Bureau of  Transportation has designed the project and will supervise construction. The Portland Development 
Commission will fund the project as part of  the ongoing Kenton revitalization program.

When will construction begin?
Construction began September 29, 2009. It will be complete in January 2010. The construction contract has been 
awarded to R&R General Contractors of  Wilsonville. The contractor will begin sidewalk work on N. Denver Avenue 
at Watts Street and work north toward Interstate Avenue. The project will also include related utility work coordinated 
with other parties including the Portland Water Bureau, NW Natural, and Portland General Electric. That utility 
work began earlier in September.

What can I expect during construction?
Access will be maintained to all businesses in the area during all construction phases.  Sidewalk construction will take 
place until the end of  November.  Business access will be maintained during sidewalk construction.  Two-way traffic 
will be maintained on N. Denver while sidewalk construction is under way. Street resurfacing, like the sidewalk work, 
will proceed south to north, with traffic temporarily detoured around the block under construction.  

These curb-to-curb street closures will be implemented in one block segments starting in late October.  Each block will 
be closed for up to 17-days to allow for the new concrete street surface to be placed and cured.  After each block of  
street resurfacing is complete, the block will be re-opened to vehicular traffic, while amenities are installed, such as site 
furnishings and electrical poles in the sidewalks and striping in the street.  

How will construction affect me?
The contractor will make every effort to minimize the effects of  the project on businesses and the public, but there will 
be some delays and inconveniences. To minimize impacts, businesses will be provided with temporary access ramps 
and “Open for Business” signage. 
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Many area businesses have also joined a discount coupon campaign to encourage people to visit Kenton stores and 
restaurants. These coupons are available at participating businesses and on the Kenton Neighborhood Association 
web site. The coupons offer a variety of  discounts ranging from reduced price meals to auto repair savings. 

How long will construction take?
Construction is expected to last approximately 4 months. The sidewalk work will proceed on one side of  the street, 
then the other side. Street resurfacing will follow completion of  the sidewalks in each block segment.

What are the next steps?
In addition to the Streetscape project, other improvements in Kenton include work now underway by Multnomah 
County to remodel an existing building to house a new county library branch. The county expects to open the new 
library in early 2010. Work has been completed to refurbish Paul Bunyan who stands tall, and freshly painted, at the 
entry to the business district.

Where can I learn more?
Visit the project website: www.pdc.us/ura/interstate/kenton.asp. Visit the Kenton Neighborhood Association (KNA) 
website: http://www.historickenton.com and add your name to their contact list to receive email updates. Come to the 
Kenton Neighborhood Association Board meetings to hear updates from the project team (Held 2nd Wed. of  the 
month, 7 pm, Kenton Firehouse). Watch for updates in the KNA newsletter–delivered to all Kenton residents and 
available in local restaurants.

Contact information:
Jim Gladson is the point of  contact for businesses and the public and will deal with construction-related issues and 
concerns and information needs. Contact Jim Gladson at jim.gladson@abam.com or call the dedicated 
phone line at 503-872-4060.


